
COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on 
Wednesday, 10 February 2021 at 10.00 am at Via Teams 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr M Hawkins 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mr GRPM Roberts 
Mr CP Turner 
 

Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair) 
Mr AW Wonnacott 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr P Barnard - Development Control Engineer 
Mr K Cosgrove - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland) 
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer 
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Officer 
Mr M Robinson - Development Management Officer 
Mr M Taylor - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland) 
 
 

  
 

 

 
63 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
An apology for absence was received from Mr M Barbour. 
 
 
64 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 21 December 2020 be agreed 

as a true record of the meeting. 
 
 
65 FLOOD AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
Members received a Flood and Development Management update from the 
Development Management Officer which outlined current planning applications in 
the Copeland division in order to support and ensure full visibility of responses to 
topical applications.   
 
 



 

In discussion, concerns were raised around the visibility splays, access 
arrangements and drainage issues on the Elizabeth Crescent application and the 
subsequent County Council’s response, as a consultee, to this.  It was agreed that a 
meeting be arranged with the relevant members, the Local Area Network Manager 
and the Development Management Officer to discuss in more detail the context of 
the County Council’s comments.  It was further agreed that discussion on the Harras 
Moor application be included in that meeting.   
 
Members were informed that a meeting would be arranged with the Chair of the 
Working Group, the Area Manager and the Local Area Network Manager to improve 
the process where members have the opportunity to look in detail at upcoming 
planning applications and any responses relevant to them. 
 
A discussion took place around the Low Road, Whitehaven application and the 
concern that the Transport Assessment data for this application was out of date.  
The Development Management Officer confirmed that a review of the data had been 
requested.  It was further agreed that costings for scheme improvements be 
investigated but it was acknowledged that this route into Whitehaven is a key route 
into the town and any response needed to reflect this. 
 
To conclude, the Development Management Officer confirmed that the Environment 
Agency had requested a flood risk assessment to be carried out for the Cleator Mills 
application. 
 
The officer was thanked for his update. 
 
 
66 LOCAL AREA NETWORK MANAGER REPORT 
 
The Local Area Network Manager presented a report updating members on 
Highway Network matters following the last group meeting in December. The Local 
Area Network Manager took members through the report, detailing:- 
 

 Scheme Delivery 20/21 

 Routine Gully Maintenance 2020/21 

 Planning Applications – Copeland  

 Local Committee – Environment Fund 

 Highways England – A595 Safety Study (West Lakes and Egremont Study) 

 Whitehaven Campus Update 
 
The Local Area Network Manager outlined schemes that were due for completion in 
the final quarter for information.  Members noted that through support of Copeland 
Local Committee in challenging operational circumstances the expectation was to 
deliver in the region of £5,258,833 of improvements to the Copeland Highway 
Network.  It was reported that work was also underway to produce the 20/21 
yearbook, a document that visually provided an indication of the improvements. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager provided a short summary of the focus of 
programmed gully cleansing within the District.  The routine programme was 
appended to the report.  Members noted that during the period from April to 



 

December 2020 approximately 5789 gullies were inspected, with 5639 of these 
being operational when leaving site and currently there were 74 outstanding calls for 
service (through HIMs) which had duly been programmed to be completed during 
the month of February.  It was further noted that regular auditing of gully cleansing 
had also been conducted over the course of the financial year with a notable 
increase in output, particularly in the urban areas.  The Local Area Network 
Manager confirmed that early in the financial year the gullying cleansing programme 
was sent to the Borough Council to support or align with any planned road 
sweeping. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager and the Area Manager updated members on the 
Environment Funding that had been allocated to Local Committees’ budgets 
(Highways Revenue Budget) during 21/22.  Members noted that £200k had been 
allocated to each Local Committee, ring fenced for “Environment” 
projects/schemes/works and it was for members to decide how they wished to use 
their allocated funding.  The Area Manager advised that a workshop would be held 
for members to share ideas and produce a list of projects.  A dedicated project lead 
would be appointed to provide technical advice, guidance and help facilitate 
discussions with Districts, Parish and Town Councils.  The Area Manager agreed to 
provide a more detailed briefing note to members.   
 
The Local Area Network Manager advised members on the A595 Safety Study.  It 
was noted that following the decision not to progress with the Whitehaven Relief 
Road project in RIS2, Highways England acknowledged and began engagement in 
the summer of 2020 revisiting existing safety concerns. The study and background, 
which has been previously briefed to Members, aimed to inform the evidence base 
for the proposed A595 Route Strategy. Past assessments conducted for CCC’s 
West of M6 Strategic Connectivity study identified the A595 for mitigation schemes 
including the improvement of the Egremont roundabout and a bypass of Bigrigg.  
Members noted that the Study had been expanded to include various junctions and 
scope which were outlined in the report.  Members noted that the Study was being 
conducted in three parts: Baseline and Concept Interventions, Model Development 
and Study Report.  The Local Area Network Manager advised that it was the 
intention to provide the options developed to members for consideration at the 
Working Group meeting in April and/or a specific members’ briefing would be 
arranged. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager verbally updated members on the progression of 
the A595 embankment scheme at Moresby.  In discussion, members were keen to 
re-establish quarterly meetings of the A595 Working Group and to look at the whole 
A595 strategic corridor.  Members requested stronger and regular engagement with 
Highways England.  
 
The Traffic Management Officer gave a verbal update on the Whitehaven Campus.  
Members noted ongoing discussions with the school and relevant officers to 
address traffic issues and an operation model was being produced to assist in 
resolving these.  The Traffic Management Officer agreed to provide a position 
statement to relevant members for circulation to stakeholders. 
 



 

The Local Area Network Manager advised on the current position with regards to 
parking and loading bays in Whitehaven Town Centre and traffic enforcement.  
Members heard that an officer meeting had been arranged to look at possible 
solutions before wider engagement with stakeholders.  The Area Manager advised 
that Whitehaven Town Council had been invited to host a meeting on this issue.  It 
was recognised that solutions would need to be aligned to the Whitehaven Parking 
Study, which had been widely consulted on, and were not detrimental to 
enforcement. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager agreed to arrange meetings with the Local 
Member for Gosforth on traffic issues in Beckermet and the Local Member for 
Cleator Moor West for various issues in his area. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
 
67 ROAD CLOSURES - COPELAND (ONE NETWORK) 
 
The Local Area Network Manager drew members’ attention to One Network, an IT 
system that advised on road closures, diversions and organisations carrying out 
work on the highway.  The system also showed future planned works.  It was 
agreed that the login process for the system be circulated to members. 
 
RESOLVED, that the log in process for One Network be circulated to members. 
 
 
68 CRASH GROUP 
 
The local member on the CRASH Group confirmed that he continued to circulate 
local issues raised at CRASH meetings to local committee members, for 
information. 
 
 
69 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting would be held on 9 April at 10.00 am via Teams. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.50 am 
 


